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hen | was about 10 years old in my

primary school years, | would go
with my mum and sister to another town
during year-end school vacation to spend
my holidays with my cousin's family.

Every day, we would be playing outside
with what children would normally do in those
days (it might not be relevant to this new
generation now). But the funny thing was that
every night, practically every night, we would be
listening to recorded Christmas songs in a tape
before we went to bed. During those days, we
still had cassette tapes (if you had used one
before, then you would have known what they
were . Since we replayed the cassette tape so
often, the sound effects of the songs in it became
a bit blur and scratchy, but we continued to listen
to the tape every night, even after Christmas day!
Listening to the Christmas songs gave us a kind
of peaceful and tranquil feeling and we never got
bored listening to them. As it was year-end and
close to Christmas day, Christmas songs were
resounding everywhere in the shopping malls,
and from radio stations. That was the most
memorable time | had about Christmas in my
childhood.

What is Christmas like now that | have my
own family and children? | have always wanted
to give my kids the best Christmas memories and
fun time for them in their childhood, just like in
the movie — “Santa Claus: The Movie” (1985).
When my first two daughters were about the age
of 5 or 6 years old, | remember asking them what
they wished to receive as Christmas presents
from Santa Claus. At that time, they already knew
the role of Santa Claus - to deliver presents to
kids who behaved well, did well in their studies
and worked hard at home, so after they had

gone to bed, | hung Christmas socks to place
presents for both of them The next morning,
they were so happy to see the presents in the
socks and happiness was shown on their faces.
That was probably the best time in life.

Is there a Santa Claus in real life?
Now, there is a perplexing truth | must tell
parents. “Truth” can be a dangerous gift! Once
you know something, you can't be oblivious of
it or forget itl Once you know the truth about
Santa Claus, you will never again understand
and relate to him as you do now! May | put forth
my question: “Are you sure you want to know?”
If your answer is “yes”, then please read on.

Before | continue, | have to tell you that
SANTA CLAUS Is not an old man with a white
beard and dressed in a red suit. You see,
kids are too young to understand the true
nature of Santa Claus, so we have to explain
it to them in a way that they can understand.
The truth about Santa Claus is that he does
not exist as a person; he signifies an ideal
What idea is that? Please read on...

Think of all those presents Santa gave
you over the years. | actually bought those
presents myself to give to my children. | watched
them unwrap the presents and | was not even
annoyed that they didn’t thank me. In fact, it
gave me great pleasure to see them tearing up
the wrapping paper to get to the presents. You
see, SANTA CLAUS is the personification of the
idea of giving for the sake of giving, without
any thought of receiving a “thank you” or an
acknowledgement.

A few weeks ago, the lorry of my friend
stalled at a rubbish dumping site. | happened to
be there to dump some rubbish. My friend
complained that his car battery had gone flat,
and he sought my assistance. Since | had time
and was able to help him, | offered to give his
car a “push start”. | even got my kids to direct
road traffic. However, after a few tries, there was
still no success. | proposed to him to use the
‘ljump cable method” by connecting my car
battery to that flat battery. Once our vehicles
were parked in the right position, we connected
the cable and recharged the battery for a few
minutes before switching on the ignition. WOW!!
The engine started and the rest is history! So
now, parents, you see, we can be part of the
Santa Claus legend.

We can be Santa Claus too - not just to our
children, but to many, many people! Let me put
it this way - we shall never just tell a young kid a
secret or a story without a proper illustration and
example. Actually, children can help us select
Santa presents for others but most importantly,
we have to look for opportunities to help people,
and learn to be Santa Claus to others without
asking for a return of favour.

As my two elder daughters are now older,
their appetite for presents also changes, just
like their taste buds. | really don’t know what
presents to buy for them this coming Christmas.
But one thing | can do is to instil in them the real
meaning of Christmas that incorporates the love
of God and the story of baby Jesus coming to
the world! We are the reason that Christmas is
celebrated in this world! The real Star and
spotlight of Christmas is Jesus. The baby boy
Jesus was born in @ manger. He came to a
suffering world for you and me, to bring the
good news of peace and salvation to the world.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Do you know or understand why there is a
SANTA CLAUS now? If not, please read this
article again. Merry Christmas to you, dear
Santa Claus!
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